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some disputed points, but the law is given as it is found in our statutes and the 
decisions of our Supreme Court up to the present time. In most cases the 
exact language of the Statute is quoted, and the same is true of many of the 
leading decisions." The chief, and many times only, authority cited for the 
statements contained in ninety of the first one hundred and thirty-five sections 
is a statute or rule of court. Probably about the same proportion holds through 
the book. 

It follows that what is offered is practically an annotated collation of the 
Statutes of Maine. Just how exhaustive the annotations to the cases are, it is 
difficult for one not a member of the Maine Bar to say, but judging from the 
experience of other states it would seem probable that there are more cases in 
the Maine reports on probate subjects than are here discussed. 

A cursory reading shows that occasionally, at least, important statements are 
made with no citation of authority, e. g., the last two paragraphs of section 40, 
last two paragraphs of section 50, sections 150 and 151. 

Occasionally it is difficult to understand the arrangement adopted. For 
instance, the heading of section 40 seems misleading and not accurately to 
describe the subjects discussed thereunder. The first paragraph of section 41 
would seem to belong with the second paragraph of section 40. 

However, valuing the book according to the standards the author set for 
himself, it is successful and will undoubtedly be most useful to everyone who 
has occasion to examine the probate law of Maine or to practice before the 
probate courts of that state. Such person will find here an excellent and reliable 
collation of the statutes and rules of court, and sufficient reference to the 
decisions to give him a starting point for further search, though it may not 
give him a final answer to his question. 

It would add greatly to the convenience of lawyers outside Maine had 
citations to the Reporter system been included. 

Harrison Hewitt. 
New Haven, Conn. 



The American Bar — Contemporary Lawyers of the United States and Canada. 

Prepared and edited by James Clark Fifield. Minneapolis, The James C. 

Fifield Co. 1918. pp. vi, 746. 

This book purports to be a biographical directory of lawyers of the highest 
standing in all the important cities and towns of the United States and in the 
larger cities of Canada. Its purpose is to provide a reference list of general 
and practical value to lawyers and business men who require out of town counsel. 
It promises annual publication. Of legal directories, large and small, there 
have been many. Usually no attempt has been made to select only those members 
of the profession who have the highest standing in their respective communities. 
This attempt is made here and so far as the reviewer can judge of the names 
selected from the bars of those cities with which he has acquaintance, the 
selecting has been well done. A novel feature of the work which gives it 
additional value is the insertion of brief biographical sketches, giving information 
concerning the lawyer's education and other matters which should be considered 
in selecting counsel. 

T. W. S. 



